
Land Trust Funds

 



Overview of Land Trust Funds

● Utah State Board of Education Land Trust Website
○ Shortened

■ https://tinyurl.com/4p6djufp
○ QR Code

■

https://www.schools.utah.gov/schoollandtrust/program?mid=5028&tid=0
https://tinyurl.com/4p6djufp


Summary

● At Statehood In 1896, Congress granted land, called trust lands, to the new state 
of Utah with the provision that revenue earned from the sale or lease of the land 
be placed into permanent endowments for 12 specific institutions.

○ Public education being one of the 12
● Funding Distribution

○ First 10% even distributed between all the school districts in our state
○ Remaining 90% distributed solely per pupil
○ Districts receive their 10% cut plus their per pupil cut
○ Each school then receives their per pupil amount based on student 

enrollment
● School Community Council

○ SCC is elected and must have a two parent majority
○ SCC is expected to develop a school plan and determine how Land Trust 

money is spent
○ SCC is expected to monitor the plan and expenditures throughout the year



Appropriate Expenditures

● School Land Trust Plan should align with the school’s TSSA Plan (Teacher and Student 
Success Act Plan)

● SCC should look at data, evaluate student success, and create goals for academic 
improvement in:

○ English/Language Arts
○ Mathematics
○ Science and
○ Other Local Education Agency (LEA) governing board priorities.

■ *In addition, High Schools can create goals to increase graduation rates and 
promote college and career readiness.

● Plans are developed to improve student academic performance in the identified areas 
with the annual School LAND Trust program funds. The plans are approved by the 
council, submitted on state & school websites, and approved by the local school board.



Evaluation of Plan and Amending

● Councils are encouraged to regularly review current school plans in comparison to the 
approved budget to ensure the plan is being implemented as approved. 

● When councils see that the plan will not be implemented as approved, or that budgets 
will not be spent as planned, the council should consider amending the plan. 

● This will make goals more achievable, ensure that students are having their academic 
needs met, and prevent excessive carryover from one year to the next.

● Must spend down to less than 10% of allocation
○ Cannot overspend



Other Points of Clarification

● Plans are created and developed by the SCC for the following year in March and 
April.

○ Plans due April 17
○ Base expenditures on previous allocations
○ Final allocations can be higher or lower than projection
○ Once final allocations are received, the SCC should reevaluate and make 

any necessary adjustments
● “Soft Money”

○ Meaning it is something allocated to us each year and it isn’t a pot of money 
that has unlimited funds

○ “When it is gone it is gone.”



Willow Canyon’s Funding Distribution History

● Reminder that funding is based on per pupil numbers
● Student enrollment across the district and at Willow 

Canyon has only gone down
● All interventionists throughout the district received a 

pay raise



August Report



September Report



October Report



November Report



December Report



January Report

*If current expenditures continued the year would end between $20,000 and $25,000 in the hole (red)



Questions?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIotIGFN2oc

